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itself intensely bitter, were added, would this addition
be noticeable?''
Oldland shook his head. " I'm quite sure it
wouldn't/' he replied. " You couldn't make the stuff
any nastier, however hard you tried. And, if you're
expecting me to taste the result, I sincerely hope you
won't try."
"No, the tasting test is concluded," Dr. Priestley
replied. " There remains the colour test. Will you
excuse me for a moment?"
Dr. Priestley went out, to return with a couple of test-
tubes, labelled A and B. These he held up to the light.
" The tube marked A contains the mixture as sampled
by us before dinner," he said. " B contains a similar
mixture, but without the addition of the ultramarine.
Can you perceive any difference in colour between
them?"
Oldland took the test-tubes, and examined them by
reflected and transmitted light in turn. " B is possibly
a shade greener than A," he said. " But the difference
is so slight that nobody would notice it unless it was
pointed out to them. I certainly can't say that the
ultramarine improves the colour much. Would it be
indiscreet to ask what you are driving at, Priestley?"
" This is the point that I wish to establish," Dr.
Priestley replied gravely. " Whether or not the addition
of a certain quantity of Iver's Vermin Killer to a mixture
of rum, creme-de-menthe and ammoniated quinine
would make any perceptible difference to its taste or
colour."
" Iver's Vermin Killer!" Oldland exclaimed. " Upon
my word, Priestley, your taste in cocktails is getting
more and more depraved. I never heard of the stuff.
What's it made of?"
"It is a compound of flour, strychnine, and ultra-
marine," Dr. Priestley replied. " Seriously, Oldland,